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Water Arteries: Ma Wan Dragon Boat

Exhibition & Events

To travel between Hong Kong's urban areas and the airport, one must pass through a small
island called Ma Wan. On the southwestern side of the island lies the Kap Shui Mun
channel, a historic waterway that once connected the Pearl River to the open sea. From sea
gate to island, tax station to town, islands to the mainland... This exhibition, titled "Water
Arteries," presents Ma Wan's cultural landscape to the public by tracing the history of Ma

Wan dragon boats.

While Hong Kong was among the first to turn dragon boat racing into a sport and
internationalise it, public understanding of dragon boats often remains limited to
commemorating Qu Yuan during the Dragon Boat Festival. In southern China, however,
dragon boat racing is not confined to the fifth lunar month; it is a custom used to ward off
epidemics, offer thanks to deities, and mark local identity. The "Ma Wan Luen Tsing Dragon”
not only continues the traditional practices of fishermen's dragon boats but has also

reshaped the island's sense of place amid urbanisation.

This exhibition approaches the subject from a design perspective, combining artefacts,
infographics, and historical documents. Through participatory workshops, it bridges the gap
between dragon boats and spectators, as well as between the island and the city. Visitors
will have the chance to view a real dragon boat head up close and gain a fresh perspective

on Ma Wan.

We express our sincere gratitude to the Design Trust Feature Grant and the Hong Kong
Maritime Museum for supporting the Island Studies Network (Hong Kong) in carrying out
local historical research, and for generously providing venue space in alignment with the
museum's mission. Through this exhibition, these precious materials are now being shared

with the public.

Should you have any questions, please contact our team at info@isnhk.org or 68459368
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Exhibition period:

2026/02/03-2026/04/20

Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday : 09:30 - 17:30

Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays: 10:00 -
19:00

*Closes on the first two days of the Chinese New Year.

Venue:

Long Gallery,

Hong Kong Maritime Museum,
Podium Level, Central Pier No. 8,
Central

Entrance: Free




Exhibition Highlights
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Events

Dragon Boat Design Workshop

Design Your Own Ma Wan Dragon Boat by Hand

A dragon boat is more than a tradition—it is a dialogue between culture and place. Ma Wan's
fishermen's dragon boats blend community history, geography, and stories. View the
exhibition, listen to the stories, and get hands-on to design a dragon boat that carries your

personal impression of Ma Wan.

e Guided tour of the Ma Wan Fishermen's Dragon Boat themed exhibition to
understand dragon boat design and local culture.
e Unleash your creativity under guidance to draw your own dragon boat design.

e Take home your finished design and continue imagining traditional craftsmanship.

Date: February 7, 2025 (Sat)

Time: 14:30-16:30

Location: Blue Ocean Learning Centre

Seats: 30 (Members Priority)

Language: Cantonese

Registration Period :

o HKMM Friends:2026.01.14 - 2026.01.19

o Non-members:2026.01.20 - 2026.02.06

Registration link: htips:/forms.office.com/r/PUJKD|BVUx?origin=IprLink

Island Dialogue: How Fun Is "Paddling the Dragon Boat"?

Date: March 7, 2026 (Sat)

Time: 14:30-16:00

Venue: Blue Ocean Hall

Moderator: Researcher, Island Studies Network (Hong Kong)

Guests: Cross-generational members of Ma Wan Dragonboat

Ma Wan Dragonboat is one of Hong Kong's well-known powerhouse teams. Building on the
foundation of the Luen Hop Dragon, it has branched out and flourished. Its current active

members include the new generation of fisherfolk descendants, local residents from both on
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and off the island, and expatriates. They compete in fishermen's dragon boat races as well
as open competitions. This talk is a cross-generational conversation, sharing firsthand the
joys of "paddling the dragon boat."

Forthcoming
Souvenir
A series of souvenirs related to the exhibition will be launched soon. The souvenirs will

feature designs created by the local community and the public based on their impressions of
Ma Wan, continuing the diverse and vibrant marine arteries.

Book Launch

(K PEtt ERFFEE— B & YWater/Land Communities: Ma Wan

The Island Studies Network (Hong Kong) has been conducting in-depth research on Ma
Wan's various historical communities and the changes brought by urbanization. Water and
Land Community Studies—Ma Wan will be launched during the closing period. Please stay

tuned for further announcements.
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materials/events (or by members of the project team) are those of the project organisers only

and do not reflect the views of Design Trust.
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88 %51 Key Visual link to download
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1za3GuzCNE_cjd0Jy1S8SylIAQnLOagAoa/view
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Founded in 2023, the Network serves as a platform to enable knowledge and practice
exchange among members and the public, both regionally and inter-regionally. We embrace
all kinds of academic scrutiny, social innovation, technological experiment as well as creative
praxis as a way of knowledge production about or via the island. By standing in Hong Kong,
a place surrounded by water connecting to the world, the Network will be a bridge for us all
to link up with other interested parties, both regionally and inter-regionally, to open up a new

horizon for island studies.
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A long term Islander. Founder member and lead researcher of Island Studies Network (Hong
Kong). Co-curator of the public art project Lamma Mia, author of Mo Tat Then and Now:
Historical and Social Research on Mo Tat Wan, Lamma Island. Her forthcoming co-authored

book is A Study on Land/Water Communities: Ma Wan.

B8R EL S £ Mr Cheng Ka Chun, Ben

SBMRAER(FE)NARE EENTEABXBEL (FTBELREETRR), HEEXLR
BEREREER, §F(KEHERR—FE)EIIFH MR,

Researcher of Island Studies Network (Hong Kong). Graduated from the University of Hong

Kong with a Bachelor of Arts degree (majoring in History and Hong Kong Studies). interested
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in Hong Kong culture and history. His forthcoming co-authored book is A Study on

Land/Water Communities: Ma Wan.
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tamshui was born in Hong Kong. After graduated from the School of Design (First Class
Honors Bachelor) at The Hong Kong Polytechnic University in 2001, he became actively
involved in various creative works. His works were exhibited and screened in various
countries and places including Austria, Italy, the Netherlands, Japan and Hong Kong. He
received the Gold Award in Animation Category in the 7th ifva in 2001, and the Rising Artist
Award (Film & Media Arts) in the Hong Kong Arts Development Awards in 2002.

EE /& B 5 5 Ma Wan Dragonboat
&K EANBIHEREEMK, EEMR20095F, fiE A FEHEEE.
A fishermen’s dragon boat team which was reformed in 2009, by the water community in Ma

Wan. Succeed from Ma Wan Luen Hop Dragon boat team.

Link to Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/mwdb_official/

FER R 151372 | Consultant and Venue Support

FHBE1EYE Hong Kong Maritime Museum
FEBEEYER—FRELFMBILAMBEEE BFEMEEXZRALRL, L BEEH
R.OIANBBNETERFNES IXF. FEXLEE, HMABROINRETRNIRETERETEE
RBFEERERBFERE IRPE WERHR, T AMRE LRFZEEFMER, BM
BEEZERAEEAS. BELEERBEAFERE, FARRANEREBF ZHENRER
R EAEENEBNHABFTEE, KMFERBLORBEBFIVELMBZTHDE, ARKERE
REMREETFERE,

The Hong Kong Maritime Museum (HKMM) is an independent, non-profit registered charity
founded by members of the Hong Kong shipping industry, supported by the business
community, individuals and the Hong Kong SAR Government. As a cultural institution, we

are dedicated to showcasing and preserving the maritime heritage and contemporary marine
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environment of Hong Kong and the South China Sea. Rooted in China, but looking to the
world, we aim to inspire people's appreciation of their relationship with the sea. By
connecting East and West, maritime cultural heritage and sustainable ocean development,
we delve into the profound ties between people and the sea. Through our rich exhibitions
and educational programs, we hope to cultivate public passion and respect for maritime

culture and promote the sustainable development of the marine environment.
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